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Science fiction, fantasy and Utopia

Imagine this unusual scenario: you are a 'modern being', living in the far future. In an experiment, you have been “beamed back” to life on earth in the year 2007...

Tell your ancestors about some of the fantastic new developments that you as a cyborg are already familiar with. Think of highly sophisticated every-day gadgets and functions in the household, at work, in the travel microcosm, etc.

______________________________________________________________________________

DATA FILE NUMBER 25413528

     ENTRY: 3rd OF OCTOBER 2284

I have now experienced this unbelievably backward society for about two weeks. I really try to cope with the new situation back today in 2007 – almost 250 years before my own birth - but life is so completely different here from what I know about my time. Of course I had a brain-load of all history memory files about the 21st century I was able to find on the university's main circuit board. But there is actually a huge difference between learning about the past and living there.
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In my beloved future people would be surprised if they knew that really every single person here is made by sexual reproduction – at least I haven't yet met anyone who looked genetically optimized.

In my opinion this sounds a little disgusting and somehow not very productive. But already in 2007, as you know, there are more than six billion people on the planet. That is quite a lot if you imagine that it takes you nine months to produce only one child by sexual reproduction. 

My genome had been created within seven days and had developed into a baby after another two weeks. 

Well, at least I am a so-called full-organic, meaning that my whole body and all parts of it originally belong to me. Only my brain and my nervous system needed to be equipped with some technological implants to maximize its functionality and to enable knowledge downloads. Many of my friends' bodies are more than 20 per cent computerized.

Apropos, in my time you don't need to go to school or usual universities anymore. It's really a waste of time to spend more than 15 years on learning. You just have to download knowledge you want to use on your brain hard disk. Afterwards you can carry out research on whatever topic you want to enlarge your knowledge – and in the end you back-up it so other people can use it for their scientific research. That is much more effective than learning things that thousands of other people have known before you but could not pass on to you.

Before I started my time experiment, I had downloaded about 50 ancient languages to be prepared to communicate in the 21st century. This is another horrible thing in your time: you have got more than 200 languages spoken by only six billion people. In my time eight languages are enough for 47 billion people. Why do you need so many languages? How do you communicate if everyone has his own individual language?
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Well, you mustn't believe that 47 billion people live on earth. That would be a little too many, I assume. But there are about 31 billion who still like our small blue planet and stay there – like me. I live in Narton, a big city in western Europe that once was the area between  the 21st century-cities Berlin and Hamburg. Narton has got about 4 billion inhabitants. 
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13 billion people live on Mars. For a long time they still needed technical support and life aid from Earth. But for about 20 years now they have managed their lives without us very well. 
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Three billion people live in small cities on the moon in giant domes made of Plexiglas and plastic. They call themselves lunar people. We call them lunatic people – they don't really like this name.

In the 23rd century the fastest way to travel is by beaming. This so-called internuclear transport system (INTS) is still a very complex and dangerous process. Thus, many people prefer to travel by anti-gravity spacecrafts, which bring you to Mars in about three days instead of five seconds by INTS. On the other hand you can be sure to arrive in one piece. So this may really be the better alternative for space travelling.

On the planet you do not need INTS at all as you can reach any destination on earth by anti-gravity vehicles in a few minutes. 

I have not yet talked about my private life. In my home town Narton I own a big apartment in the Upper Ring, the most expensive part of Narton, next to the university level and the space airport. My apartment is on the 562nd floor in the Garrand Building, named after famous Professor Olivier Garrand, who developed hyperspace physics.

I love my apartment: it is completely white and cleans itself regularly. I own two main computers, who organize all the work that has to be done. I said “who”? Yes, I call my computers Adrian and Brian. 

Originally, they were called Main Disk Driver A (Adrian) and Main Disk Driver B (Brian). But I modified their programming a little to give them personality. When they are bored, they will start to play games like playing tricks on the dishwasher or telling the toilet jokes. 
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Every single element of my apartment is computerized, which is very pleasant as I am a quite lazy person. Air and water always have got the right temperature. Not me but my wardrobe decides which clothes I am going to wear every single day – and it has got a better taste in terms of fashion than I have. And the media always find the news I am most interested in.

Energy for all these gadgets comes from a small generator in my apartment. Most people just call this Photon Fusion Reactor an artificial sun because that's what it actually is. It fuses hydrogen to helium and creates a huge amount of pure energy.

I work at the university. In 2007 you may still get a job for menial work to earn your money. In the 23rd century physical work can be done completely by computers, robots and gadgets. There is only one thing computers (also those who have got an artificial intelligence) cannot do: creative understanding and thinking.

Furthermore, you have only little chance to influence the human genome to produce intelligent children. Therefore, the most important characteristic of any human being in the 23rd century, intelligence, is produced by coincidence.

The most talented children are separated from the others at the age of five and then do several brain-stimulating activities to prepare themselves for their future job as scientists. 

The other children and people will have a nice life as well but they will hardly gain the same respect for their work as scientists do. 

So maybe our future society is still not perfect. I will carry on observing life in 2007 and comparing it to life in my time. Perhaps it will be possible for me to take some of the collected information back into future in order to improve life in the 23rd century.

by Christian Spallek
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